
In order to support and 
display such a large and 
colourful set of tail feath-
ers, the Peacock has 
evolved wonderful long 
straight quills of amazing 
lightness and strength.

When stripped of feather, 
the plain white quill is 
an excellent float making 
material which is not only 
incredibly light and buoy-
ant, but which flies beau-

tifully through the air on 
the cast.

Straight Peacock Wag-
glers are plain sections of 
straight quill without any 
sort of fine tip or insert, 
simply a painted top on 
the full diameter of the 
quill.  They are always at-
tached bottom end only, 
either threaded directly 
on the line through the 
bottom eye or more com-

monly, the English style 
involves a float attach-
ment.
 
These attachments help 
the float to completely fold 
over on the strike and they 
also allow quick changes 
of float size to be made.  
The two most popular 
types of float attachment 
are Silicone and Swivel.
 

Straight Peacock Wagglers
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A typical Eng-
lish landscape 
of flat meadows 
and a smooth 
slow moving 
river. Exactly 
the conditions 
where drag-
ging slow with 
long peacock 
wagglers allows 
you to perfectly 
present a slow 
moving bait at 
distance.

Peter Drennan



Straight Peacock Wagglers 
are very versatile floats which 
can be used on all sorts of 
still waters, lakes, ponds and 
gravel pits, but one of the 
most effective fish catching 
methods using these simple 
but excellent floats is drag-
ging shot on slow moving 
rivers or canals.
 
In England, this method is 
used at distances from about 
8 metres up to as much 
as 40 metres out from the 
bank and employs a range of 
float sizes from 15cm quills 
carrying 1½ AA shot, ap-
proximately 1.2 grams, up to 
30cm quills carrying 2 Swan 
shot approximately 4 grams.  
The method can be used in 
varying depths of water from 
1.5metres to around 4 me-
tres and can be worked down 
through the swim as far as 
25 or 30 metres.
 
The popular shotting method 
is to trap the float or float 
attachment between two 
large shots.  These generally 
amount to about 85% to 90% 

of the total shot-carrying 
capacity of the float.  This 
arrangement makes distance 
casting very smooth and easy 
and largely tangle free.
 
With the addition of some-
thing very small like a No 8 
or No 10 dragging the bot-
tom,  the remaining shot 
provides a light, fluid termi-
nal rig.
 
This system not only slows 
the bait down to match the 
behaviour of small particles 
of food on the bottom, but 
also helps to beat difficult 
downstream winds.  Such 
winds tend to push both the 
surface layer of water and 
your float along faster than 
the bottom current and ruin 
your bait presentation.
The golden rule on all flowing 
water is that you can present 
a bait slower than the natu-
ral bottom current but never 
faster ! 
 
To slow the bait down even 
more, you can of course 
add extra drag shot, such 
as another No 8 or No 10.  
Alternatively you can simply 
increase the depth by say 

another 20cm or 30cm and 
lay a little more line along the 
bottom. 
 
The extra drag obtained will 
slow everything down even 
more, but can leave you with 
too little residual buoyancy 
in the peacock tip.  The float 
then drags under too eas-
ily and it becomes difficult 
to work the bait through the 
swim correctly or to read the 
difference between dragging 
under and a proper bite. 
If this happens you just have 
to marginally reduce the 
amount of shot immediately 
around the float and leave 
a bit more peacock showing 
above the surface.  The extra 
buoyancy in the tip now pre-
vents the float from sinking 
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So versatile

IF YOU ARE NOT
USING A FLOAT
ATTACHMENT
LEAVE A SMALL
GAP BETWEEN
THE SHOT TO
ALLOW IT TO
FOLD OVER ON
THE STRIKE

SWIVEL FLOAT
ATTACHMENT

SILICONE
ATTACHMENT

STRAIGHT PEACOCK WAGGLERS
FROM 15cm TO 30cm

ARE IDEAL FOR FISHING
OVERDEPTH AND
DRAGGING SMALL
SHOT
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so easily and pulls a little bit 
harder on the drag shot.
 
In each case the distance 
you are fishing over depth 
and the amount of shot being 
dragged have to be balanced 
up with the amount of the 
thick buoyant peacock float 
tip left showing above the 
surface.  When everything is 
behaving perfectly, the drag 
shot will occasionally stop 
and hold up on the bottom, 
causing the float tip to pull 
down and almost sink.  At 
this point, the residual buoy-
ancy of the Peacock will start 
the drag shot moving again 
and progressing on down the 
swim.
 
It may sound like a peculiar 
method that is difficult to 

perfect but I promise it’s only 
difficult to describe in print.  
In practice it’s a very easy, 
forgiving system that really 
catches fish.

BEING FLEXIBLE, FLOAT ATTACHMENTS  ALLOW
COMPLETE FOLD ON THE STRIKE HELPING TO
REDUCE DRAG AND SPLASH

THIS DIAGRAM SHOWS A
27cm PEACOCK WAGGLER
THE 2 SWAN SHOT (4.5 GRAM ) 
HAVE BEEN PLACED EITHER SIDE
OF THE FLOAT  "TRAPPED SHOT"
STYLE AND THE TERMINAL 
SHOTTING KEPT VERY LIGHT

THE WHOLE RIG IS BEING
FISHED OVERDEPTH SET AT
ABOUT 3m IN JUST
2.5m OF WATER

THE BOTTOM NO 8 SHOT IS
DRAGGING AND SLOWING
DOWN THE BAIT TO EITHER
MATCH OR BE SLOWER THAN
THE BOTTOM CURRENT

APPROX 25mm

OF FLOAT TIP HAS
BEEN LEFT ABOVE 
THE SURFACE

    2 SSG

APPROX 30mm

OF FLOAT TIP IS
NOW SHOWING
ABOVE THE
SURFACE

    1 SSG
    1 AA etc

3 NO 8

IN THIS DIAGRAM 
VARIOUS SMALL 

ADJUSTMENTS HAVE 
BEEN MADE TO SLOW 

THE BAIT DOWN EVEN 
MORE:  THE DEPTH HAS 

BEEN INCREASED BY ABOUT 
30cm AN EXTRA NO 10 SHOT 

HAS BEEN ADDED TO DRAG 
BOTTOM ALONG WITH THE NO 8 

AND THE TRAPPED SHOT AROUND 
THE FLOAT HAS BEEN MARGINALLY 

REDUCED TO LEAVE MORE FLOAT TIP 
SHOWING ABOVE THE SURFACE

3 NO 
 8

2 NO 8

NO 888

FLOW


